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Diear Mr Savage-Brookes,

Review of premises licences 2010001 TIGAAGCHN and 2009/ 554/GABOT:
representation submitted by responsible authority

This ropresentation i submitted to the Licensing Committes of Brighton and Howe City
Council by the Gambling Commission as a responsibile autharily under section 157 of the
Gambling Act 2005 (the Act), in accordance with section 200(5) of the Act, and in respect of
the reviews of the premises lloences hald by

& Metrobet Bookmakers Limited, 56 Boundary Road, Hove, BN3 5TD

¢+ C A Heal & Sons Amusements Limited, Regency Arcade, 64 Wesl Street,
Brighton, BN1 2RA

Tha reprasantation is made with reference to the third licensing objective al section 1(c) of
the Acl, specificalty the objective of “protecting children.....from bedng harmed ar explodsd by
gambding”; and to the Commission's codes of practics issued under section 24 of the Act,
specifically the social responesbility code provigion 3.2 conceming "access to gambling by
childran and young persoans,

The Gambding Commisson supported the test purchase oparations conducted by Brighton
angd Hove City Council on 25 April 2014 and 9 Dctober 2074, 1he lafter 1o re-test Beensees
whose underage gambling contreds had shown to be ineflective during the April cperation,

We were in attendance with the council on both days

The Commission ataches & high priosty to the prevenlion of underage gambsng. as il is ona
of the key licensing objectivas of tha Act thal children ara protected from being hasmad of
exploited by gambling: i is the responsibilty of gambding Brensess to manage the rsks to
this objective that thelr premises may present. Section 45 of the Act makes It an offence to
permit a child or young person to gamble, and saction 47 makes & an offence to permit a
ehife o young person to enter a batiing or adult gaming cenire premses
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The Commission's Licenca Conditions and Codes of Practice (code provision 3 .2) require
belting and adult gaming centre ficansees o have policies and procedures in place o
prevent underage gambling, and lo monitor the effectiveness of these. Many gambling
operaiors provide the Commission with frequent, mbust evidence thal they ana monilaring
their conlrols, for example through the commissioning of independent test purchasing of thair
premises, However, the Cammission works with licensing authosiliss across England and
Wabss to conduct 1est purchasing among licensses who do nof provide it with such ewdence.
All of the betling, hingo and adult gaming centre licensses tesied on 25 April 2014 had been
wentified by the Comméssion and Bnghton and Howe council as thosa thal do not provide
suich evidence. Tes! purchasing s therefore one means by which the Cammission and
llcarsing authorities will measure thae affectivenass of leensees’ underage gambling

conirals, in the absence of adequate dala prowvided by licensses themaehes,

The results in Brghton and Hove are refleciive of the test purchase resulis from other pards
of Ergland and Wales, and the Commission encouwrages ragulatary action by licensing
auhorties where local gambling Beensess fa o marove their conlrols. The Commigsion's
prass notice published on 2 September 2014 warned all gambling Scensees that *_._.local
authortes are remending the operators that if they fail fo voluntarly deliver improvemeants, or
if their gambling premises fail & further test purchass, than they may be subjacl to a review
of thewr premises licence which coukd culminate in the impositon of sircler eence conditions
of the suspension of ravocation of thelr premises koence”

Tha Commission therefore suppaorts the reviews of thess premises ikences by Brighton and
Howve council in view of the weaknesses in underage gambling conlrals that were
demensirated al these gambling premisas in the April and October 1851 purchaze operations.

‘Yours sincerely

TS~

Matthew Hill
DCirector
Gambling Commission
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